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parties, the nationalists and the nullifiers.    All
were agreed that the protective system was in-
iquitous and that it must be broken down.   The
difference was merely as to method.   The nation-
alists favored working through  the customary
channels of legislative reform; the nullifiers urged
that the State interpose its authority to prevent
the enforcement of the objectionable laws.    For
a time the leaders wavered.    But the swing of
public sentiment in the direction of nullification
was rapid and overwhelming, and one by one the
representatives in Congress and other men of pro-
minence fell into line.    Hayne and McDuffie were
among the first to give it their support; and Cal-
houn, while he was for a time held back by his
political aspirations and by his obligations as Vice
President, came gradually to feel that his political
future would be worth little unless he had the sup-
port of his own State.

As the election of 1828 approached, the hope of
the discontented forces centered in Jackson. They
did not overlook the fact that his record was that
of a moderate protectionist. But the same was
true of many South Carolinians and Georgians,
and. it seemed not at all impossible that, as a
Southern man and a cotton planter, he should